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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES    
Wallace State Office Building 

502 East 9th Street 
Des Moines  IA  50319-0034 

 
APPLICATION FOR 

AQUACULTURE UNIT LICENSE 
 
                 Resident   ---   $26.00                  New 
 
                 Nonresident --- $56.50                  Renewal from last year 
 
Name of Applicant:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Company Name:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
                                       Street or PO Box                                                                City/State/Zip 
Telephone Number:  _______/_________________________     County:  ______________________ 
 
Social Security # ________________________ 
 
Only those species listed on the enclosed list may be propagated and sold.  Any species not listed 
and all species of the catfish and salmonid families require special permits for importation into the 
State of Iowa.  Contact the Department of Natural Resources, Fisheries Bureau, Des Moines, Iowa   
50319-0034 for additional information or to obtain a special permit.   
 
General description of kind of work/business engaged in (please check all appropriate boxes): 
 

  Research and Development   Private Consumption/Use    Fishout Ponds 
 

  Rearing Product for Food Fish   Rearing Product for Stocking   Noncommercial 
                      (no sales) 
 

Total Acres of Water:  ______________     Number of Rearing Tanks:  ______________ 
 

NOTE:  Each licensed aquaculture unit shall prepare an annual report of all 
fish sold and shipped.  Reports shall be filed on or before December 31st of 
each year.  The department may refuse to renew a license if the annual report 
is not provided. 
 
List county, township, and owner of private waters to be registered for aquaculture purposes. 
All waters must be listed to be legally part of your private fish hatchery aquaculture license. 
 

 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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COUNTY TOWNSHIP OWNER 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
I have read the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ regulations governing registered aquaculturists 
and will operate in conformity with them. 
 
Signed: _______________________       Title: _______________________       Date:  ____________            
                (If a company) 
 

 
District or Regional Offices: 
 
NE Regional Office   NW Regional Office   SE Regional Office 
Manchester Fish Hatchery  Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery  Lake Darling State Park 
22693  205th Avenue   122  252nd Avenue   110 Lake Darling Road 
Manchester  IA  52057   Spirit Lake  IA  51360   Brighton  IA  52540 
 
 
SW Regional Office    
Cold Springs State Park   Clear Lake Station   Rathbun Fish Hatchery  
57744 Lewis Road   1203 North Shore Drive   15053 Hatchery Place  
Lewis  IA  51544-5103   Clear Lake  IA  50428   Moravia  IA  52571   
 
 
Black Hawk Regional Office  Chariton Research Station  DNR Central Office 
PO Box 619    Red Haw State Park   Wallace State Office Building 
116 South State Road   24570 US Hwy 34   502 East 9TH Street  
Lake View  IA  51450   Chariton  IA  50049   Des Moines  IA  50319  
          



AQUACULTURE UNIT LICENSE

“Aquaculture” means the controlled propagation, growth, and harvest of aquatic organisms, including
but not limited to fish, amphibians, reptiles, mollusks, crustaceans, gastropods, algae, and other aquatic
plants, by an aquaculturist.
“Aquaculturist” means an individual involved in producing, transporting, or marketing aquatic
products from private waters for commercial purposes.
Aquaculture unit” means all private waters for aquaculture with or without buildings, used for the
purpose of propagating, raising, holding, or harvesting aquatic organisms for commercial purposes.
“Commercial purposes” means selling, giving, or furnishing to others.
“Private waters for aquaculture” means waters confined within an artificial containment, such as
man-made ponds, vats, tanks, raceways, and other indoor or outdoor facilities constructed wholly within
or on the land of an owner or lessee and used for aquaculture.

481.141   AQUACULTURE--LICENSE REQUIRED
1. A person shall not engage in the business of aquaculture until that person has applied for and
has been issued an aquaculture unit license from the department.  The application period extends from
January 1, or the date of the application, through December 31.  A license shall not be issued to operate
an aquaculture unit on private or non meandered lakes and streams and ponds that may become stocked
with fish from public waters or natural migration.  A pond stocked by the department pursuant to section
481A.78 shall not be used for aquaculture purposes.
2. The following persons must obtain an aquaculture unit license:

a. A person who, for commercial purposes, rears or maintains live animals or plants for
food, bait, or for stocking in waters of the state.

B. An owner or operator of a pond where guests or customers are allowed to fish for a fee,
or allowed to take fish without regard to angling licenses, seasons, gear restrictions, or bag limits.
3. The cultivation and sale of tropical fish species or ornamental aquatic plants or animals, not
utilized for human consumption or bait purposes, but maintained in closed systems and utilized by the
pet industry or hobbyists are exempt from license requirements.
481A.142 LICENSED AQUACULTURE UNITS--ACTIVITIES ALLOWED
A holder of an aquaculture unit license may:
1. Possess, propagate, buy, sell, deal in, and transport the aquatic organisms produced from
breeding stock legally acquired, including minnows.
2 Sell fish for stocking purposes within or outside the state.  Fish which are nonindigenous to
Iowa shall not be received or sold in the state unless the aquaculture unit has obtained an importation
permit from the department.  The department shall establish, by rule, requirements governing
importation, and shall include a list of approved aquaculture species.  Failure to comply with this
subsection will result in loss of license and a violator is subject to the scheduled fine provided in section
805.8.
3. Hold, feed, and see carp, buffalofish, and other fish legally taken by commercial fishers.
4. Harvest aquatic life on land under control of the aquaculture unit with commercial devices
without obtaining any permits for the devices.
5. Sell bait, including minnows, frogs, and clams, propagated or raised within the licensed unit
without having to obtain a bait dealer’s license.  However, aquaculture units wishing to take bait from
areas other than their licensed units must also obtain a bait dealer’s license.
6. Take any gull, tern, or merganser within the bounds of the unit.  An owner or operator of the
licensed aquaculture unit, however, must first obtain a permit for this activity from the department or the
United States fish and wildlife service.  Each permittee shall file an annual report with the department
which itemizes the birds taken during the period covered by the permit, and dispose of birds taken
according to methods established by the department.  The department shall not issue a subsequent permit
to any person failing to file this report.
481A.143 LICENSED AQUACULTURE UNITS--REQUIREMENTS.
1. Each licensed aquaculture unit shall prepare an annual report of all fish bought, sold, and
shipped.  The records shall include species name as well as the weight, volume, or count of fish



involved.  Reports shall be filed on or before December 31 of each year for the preceding year.  The
department may refuse to renew a unit license if the annual report is not provided.
2. Each licensed aquaculture unit shall secure its breeding stock from licensed aquaculture units or
licensed aquaculturists in the state or from lawful sources outside the state.  An aquaculture unit shall not
secure stock in any other manner.
3. A shipment of fish must be accompanied by a duplicate of the sales invoice showing the name
and address of the producer, date of shipment, the species being transported, the weight, volume, or
count of each species being shipped and the name and address of the consignee.  A duplicate of the sales
invoice must be retained by the aquaculture unit or aquaculturist for one year following the sale.

4. A licensed aquaculture unit shall comply with all state laws pertaining to possession, taking, or
selling of bait which it handles.  The director may revoke the unit license of any person violating this
subsection or a rule adopted by the department.
5. Minnow and bait boxes and tanks within licensed aquaculture units shall be open for inspection
by the department at all times.
6. Aquaculture units shall not import live fish, viable eggs, or semen of any species of the salmonid
family (trout, salmon, or char) and ictalured family (catfishes and bullheads), including hybrids, unless
the owner or operator possesses a fish importation permit.  For the species listed in this subsection only,
importation permits shall not be issued unless the fish, eggs, or semen have been inspected by the
department and found to be free of disease detrimental to the state’s fishery resources.  The owner or
operator of an aquaculture unit must provide a statement certifying the fish listed in this subsection or
their eggs or semen to be disease free, and include the date of inspection.  Certification is not required
for other fish species, but the department may require inspection at any time.  The department shall
establish, by rule, those diseases detrimental to the state’s fishery resources and the location of
authorized certified pathologists for inspection.

481A.147 THEFT OF FISH
All fish in an aquaculture unit are private property and are not the property of the state, and the

theft of fish from an aquaculture unit is punishable as provided in section 714.2


